CATALOGUE 


OF 


TWO VERY IMPORTANT 


MEDIA VAL ENAMELLED 


SHRINES, 
Che Property of Major H. Chase Meredith. 


Formerly in the Collections of 


THOMAS ASTLE 


AND OF 


SIR JOHN COTTON, 
THE WELL-KNOWN ANTIQUARIES. 


WHICH WILL BE SOLD BY AUCTION 


BY MESSRS. 
SOTHEBY AND Co. 
G. D. Hoxgson, M.V.O. F. W. Warrr, 0.B.E., M.C OC. G. DES GRAZ. 
Miss E. Bartow. C. Vv. PILKINGTON, B.A. 


Auctioneers of iterary JAroperty & Whorks illustratite of the Fine Arts, 
AT THEIR LARGE GALLERIES, 34 & 35, NEW BOND STREET, W. (1) 
On THURSDAY, the 17th of JULY, 1930, 


AT ONE O'CLOCK PRECISELY. 


MAY BE VIEWED TWO DAYS PRIOR. CATALOGUES MAY BE HAD. 
Illustrated Catalogues (6 Plates, 2 in Colour), Price 2s. 6d. 
Printed by J. Davy & Sons, Ltd., 8-9, Frith-Street, Soho-square, London, England. 
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CONDITIONS OF SALE. 


. The highest bidder to be the buyer. If any dispute arise the 


Auctioneer shall have absolute discretion to settle it; and to put 
any disputed lot up again immediately. 


. No person to advance less than 1s.; above five pounds, 5s., and 


so on in proportion. 


. All lots are sold subject to the right of the seller or his agent to 


bid, or else to impose a reserve. 


. The purchasers to give in their names and places of abode, and to 


pay down 10s. in the pound or more, if required, in part payment 
of the purchase-money; in default of which the lot or lots 
purchased may be immediately put up again and re-sold. 


. All lots are sold as shown and with all faults, imperfections and 


errors of description. Messrs. SotHEBy & Co. act as agents; 
they have full discretion to refuse any bidding or to withdraw 
any lot or lots from the sale without in either case giving any 
reason; they are not responsible for errors of description or 
for genuineness or authenticity of any lot or for any fault or 
defect in it, and make no warranty whatever. 


The lots to be taken away at the buyer’s risk and expense, 
immediately after the conclusion of the sale; in default of which 
Messrs. SorHEBY & Co. will not hold themselves responsible if 
the same are lost, stolen, damaged, or otherwise destroyed, but 
they will be left at the sole risk of the pur haser, and subject to 
a charge for warehousing. If, at the expiration of Two Days 
after the conclusion of the sale, the lots are not cleared or paid 
for, they may then be sold immediately, either publicly or by 
private treaty, without any notice being given to the defaulter. 

Upon failure of the buyer to comply with any of the above con- 
ditions, the money deposited in part-payment shall be forfeited ; 
and the defaulter at this sale shall make good any loss arising 
from the resale, together with the charges and expenses in respect 
of both sales. 

To prevent confusion no purchases can be claimed or removed 
during the sale. 


_ Messrs. SOTHEBY & CO. are prepared to execute bids, and in addition to 
advise intending purchasers as far as possible, if requested by them to do so, without 
making any charge for either service. Lots will be procured as cheaply as is 
permitted by other bids or reserves, if any. 


34 & 35, New Bond Street, London, W. (1) 
Telegraphic Address: 
“A binitio, Wesdo, London.” Telephone: (3 lines) 
A.B.C. Code, 5th Edition. Mayfair 6682, 6683, 6684. 


In sending Commissions this Catalogue may be referred to as “SAFEKH.” 


(COMMISSIONS SENT BY TELEPHONE ARE ACCEPTED ONLY AT THE SENDER’S RISK, 


AND MUST BE CONFIRMED BY LETTER OR TELEGRAM. 
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CATALOGUE 


OF 
TWO VERY IMPORTANT 


MEDIAVAL ENAMELLED 


SHRINES, 
Che Property of Major BH. Chase Meredith. 


These Shrines are traditionally associated with the 

Abbeys of Malmesbury and Croyland and are 

probably the most important examples of ther 
type still in private hands. 


DAY OF SALE. 
Thursday, July 17th, 19380. 


eee 


LOT 


1 AN EXTREMELY FINE “CHASSE” OR SHRINE, 
114 in. long, 92 in. high, 44 in. deep 


The front is ornamented with a scene of Christ on 
the Cross with the Virgin and St. John, with two angels 
above the limbs of the Cross, flanked on either side by 


Lot 1—continued. 


two figures of the Evangelists, each between pillars and 
under a circular arch. On the roof is a figure of Christ 
seated in Majesty with A and m above and two angels 
and a winged lion and bull in the spandrils, with two 
figures (probably of patriarchs) on either side under 
similar arches to those below. 


At one end is a figure, probably of St. Paul, and at 
the other, on the door, a figure of St. Peter. 


The back has a diaper pattern of quatrefoils in 
medallions within scalloped borders, and the whole is 
capped by a cresting, with a knob in the centre and 
pierced with four pairs of holes of keyhole shape, and 
set with three large cabochon crystals, and with two 
square plaques enamelled with scroll foliage. 


The heads of the figures on the front are in relief, the 
drapery, columns, arches, scalloped borders and medal- 
lions are in champlevé enamel, and the metal back- 
ground is engraved with fine scrollwork (fond. ver- 
miculi); Limoges, late 12th Cent. 


Inside the shrine is a piece of paper with the following 
in old writing: “This Reliquary belonged to the Abby 
of Malmsbury in Wiltshire, which was dedicated to 
Christ, St. Peter and St. Paul—and is supposed to have 
contained a Relick of Maildulf, a Scottish Monk; of 
whom v. Tanners Notitia Monast+., p. 590, Leland— 
Mon: Angl: Tom. I p. 49. See also Mr. Astle’s 
account and an engraving of it, in Monum? Vetusta, 
Vol. II, pl. 51.” The last named article, published in 
1789, 1s accompanied by two full-page plates (LI and 
LIT) and states that it was then in the possession of the 
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Lor 1—continued. 


well-known antiquary and palaeographer, Thomas 
Astle, F.S.A., 1735-1803, and that some years before 
it was the property of Richard Bateman of Old 
Windsor, who had purchased it in Wiltshire. It also 
states that it was said to have contained some relic of 
Maildulf, a Scottish monk, who, c. 630, retired to a 
wood where Malmesbury now stands and founded the 
monastery there. 


{See ILLUSTRATIONS. | 


2 


AN EXTREMELY FINE “ CHASSE” OR SHRINE, 


12 in. long, 104 in. high, 44 in. deep 


This has on the front a scene, probably of the 
murder of St. Thomas a Becket at the altar, with 
three assailants, one knight to the left cutting off 
his head, a second standing behind drawing his sword, 
and a third holding a battle-axe; and on the right 
two priests holding up their hands in horror. Above 
this, on the slanting roof portion, to the left, is depicted 
the laying of the body on the bier, a prior giving his 
blessing and three acolytes behind, whilst on the right 
the soul of Becket is being raised to Heaven by two 
angels. One end has the figure of Christ in Majesty 
on a rainbow and beneath a trefoil arch, and the other 
had a door, which, with the bottom lining board, is 
now missing. 


The back has at the sides four figures of saints, in 
pairs above each other, and between them the field is 
covered with a diaper pattern of quatrefoils in medal- 
lions. The heads of the figures are in relief, the figures 
themselves are engraved and the background and wavy 
borders are in champlevé enamel. The whole is sur- 
mounted by a cresting with knob in the centre, which 
has probably borne a cross, pierced with four groups 
of holes of keyhole shape, and set with three large 
cabochon crystals and two enamelled medallions ; 
Limoges, mid 13th Cent. 


An account of this shrine was published by Dr. Stuke- 
ley in the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal 
Society, Vol. XLV, pp. 579-81, in 1748. It was then 
in the possession of Sir John Cotton (d. 1752, sixth 
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Lor 2—continued. 


baronet and last direct descendant of Sir Robert Bruce 
Cotton, 1571-1631, the celebrated antiquary and 
founder of the Cottonian library), he apparently 
obtained it from a Mr. Eayre of St. Neots, who had 
found it in a house in that neighbourhood. 


The writer conceives it to have come from Croyland 
Abbey and interprets the design as portraying the 
murder at the high altar of Croyland of Abbot 
Theodore by the Danes in a.p. 870; the figures at the 
side as Friars Elfget and Savin, who also perished, and 
the figure giving his blessing over the bier as Abbot 
Godric, the successor of Theodore. 


The article is accompanied by two plates showing 
the shrine exactly in its present condition, with the door 
missing. 


Dr. Tancred Borenius in his “* Iconography of St. 
Thomas of Canterbury,” Archaeologia, Vol. LXXIX 
(1929), deals fully with shrines bearing scenes of 
Becket’s murder, quoting seven on which three assail- 
ants appear; one of these, in the Hereford Cathedral 
library, very much resembles that now offered, except 
that it omits the two priests on the right and also the 
scene above them of the raising of Becket’s soul to 
Heaven by two angels. 


This last scene occurs only on the roofs of two 
shrines, one in Lyons Museum and the other in the 
British Museum, and then only as a separate scene 
occupying the whole space and not sharing it with the 
laying of the body on the bier. 


Lot 2—continued. 


The presence of two priests beside the altar, instead 
of the usual single figure of Grim, is also very unusual, 
and makes Dr. Stukeley’s interpretation interesting as 
a possible alternative. 


{See ILLusTRATIONS.} ~ 


END OF SALE. 
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Printed by J. Davy & Sons, Ltd., 8-9, Frith-street, Soho-square, London, England. 
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Lot 2 


SOTHEBY & Co.’s 


SALE OF 


Two Very Important Medieval 


Enamelled Shrines 
Ghe Property of Major %. Chase Aleredith. 
JULY I7th, 1930. 


BUYERS’ NAMES AND PRICES. 


LOT 41.8. 1a. 
1 Brimo eee COU on (ran 
me ROYStOn) )it ee 14000 -0F8 0 


Total of Sale £13,800 0 0 
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